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The CIA Is the Largest NéwseGathering
and lts National lntelhgence Daxly Is \/ery
By Dale Van Atta 1

g or more than twenty years Bill §
dreamed of publishing a little |
newspaper. He realized his dream
in 1974, launching a four-page
_publication that readers, when they re-
ferred to it at all, simply called the N/D.
Tt came out every day except Sunday, ;

when most of its readers rested.

Bill says his newspaper had the largest
reporting staff of any on earth and a budget
running to billions of dollars. Unques-}
nonably, the communications technol-
ogy used to produce the NID was the
best yet devised. Although there was nol
advertising to bump any of the paper’ 5|
many cxclusxves its editors often com-;
plained of a need for more space. But
Bill resisted: Kecep it small, he said. Bl”i
made sure that it was kept exclusive as;
well. The V/D never had more than sixty ',
customers. One of them was the Presi-|
dent of the United States. !

Bill will teli you that his reporters and
newspaper were the best in the world.
Mostly we have to take his word for that, !
because the paper’s readers were re- |
quired to return it or destroy it. NID is |
short for National Inzelligence Daily, the i
newspaper of the Ccntral Intelligence |
Agency. Bill is short for William Ec'an ;
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Colby, director of the CIA from 1973 to :
1976. ;
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Pity the CIA man, for he is a most mlS
understood creature. The front page of the Nation

They—which means everyone not in<  Intellicence Daily for Friday,
the know—call him an agent. He huffs: - 29, 1975, and William Egan STAT
at that. Agents are mcrcly spies, and are. who founded this most s:cret it
paid and "handled "> whereas he is a i newspaper in the world.
case officer or analyst. They say he is:| .- .. .. .« =
covert, which is true, but that does not
mean that he is evil. They draw him in
cloak and with dagger, but his true com-
panions are -computers, €COnomic ma-
trices, and Roger’s Thesaurus. They say.
the security of the nation rests on his’
judement: but often. if he is to advance,
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